
Blackburn’s Activity Centre  

What does it mean for you?
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1.30pm – 4.30pm

Blackburn RSL

This is an independent, non-party-political, community-run event.



Today’s Program

This is an independent, non-party-political, community-run event.

Welcome and Opening Remarks1.30pm - 1.40pm

Jeff Green - Director City Development, Whitehorse City Council

Outline of the Planning Zones/Significant Landscape Overlays (SLOs), and background 

and process for Activity Centres and how the community can get involved.

1.40pm - 2.20pm

Mike Scott - Planning Consultant and Developer, Charter 29

Threats to Blackburn’s SLO areas’ amenity arising from higher density housing.  

We don’t have to destroy our city to save it and provide appropriate housing.

2.20pm -3.00pm

Afternoon Tea3.00pm - 3.20pm

Megan Short - Local Ecologist,  Chair of Blackburn Creeklands Committee

The significant ecological values of the Blackburn SLO areas and how rezoning to 

medium density will impact local ecology.

3.20pm - 3.45pm

Rob Weiss - President of Bellbird Residents Advocacy Group (BRAG)

History of the Blackburn SLOs and how community action created and protected what 

we currently enjoy.  What can we, the community, do to try to preserve this.

3.45pm - 4.10pm

Final Questions and Session Close4.10pm - 4.30pm
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Housing Statement

Plan for Victoria

Housing targets 

Activity Centres (Blackburn, Nunawading and Mitcham)

SRL Precinct Planning

ResCode Reform (new ‘Townhouse & Low-Rise Code’

and 4 Storey Apartment Standards

Tree controls

Proposed mid-rise standards (4-6 storeys)

Planning & Environment Act Review

Development/Infrastructure contributions

Great Design Fast Track

Planning Reform 



Five pillars for action:

1. Self-determination & caring for Country

2. Housing for all Victorians

3. Accessible jobs & services

4. Great places, suburbs & towns

5. Sustainable environments
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Plan for Victoria

Important Actions for Whitehorse

#1 – Implement housing targets

#5 – Car and bike parking

#8 – Commercial and industrial land

#12 – Protect and enhance canopy trees

#17 – Walking and cycling 

#19 – Manage flood, bushfire and climate hazard 
risks



Housing targets: Whitehorse

• 103% increase from existing

• 6th highest target for Metro 

Melbourne

• Highest target for Eastern Region

• Increase to capacity



Activity Centres Program



Activity Centres Program

The vision is for taller buildings in the immediate ‘core’ where the 

train station and built-up commercial centre is located. 

‘Deemed to Comply’ provisions apply in the Built Form Overlay.

In the ‘catchments’ (Housing Choice & Transport Zone) within a 10 minute 

walk surrounding this core, the vision is for scaled height limits and more 

low-rise apartments and townhouses alongside existing homes.

Public notification/appeal rights

- removed from the Built Form Overlay, which also removes 3rd party appeal rights

- Appeal rights are removed in the Housing Choice & Transport Zone



Activity Centres
‘Train and tram zone activity centres’

• Oct 2024 - 50 New Activity 

Centres, locations for 25 

• Included Blackburn, 

Nunawading & Mitcham

• Feb 2025 - Additional 25 centres 

announced, including ‘city wide’ 

(Yarra & Melbourne)

• Core – building heights of 3-12 

storeys, applied through new 

‘Built Form Overlay’

• ‘Housing Choice & Transport 

Zone’ up to 10 mins walk 

surrounding the core with scaled 

height limits and low-rise 

apartments & townhouses



Activity Centres Program

• 10 Pilot Centres, 60,000 new homes

• A replicable way to plan activity centres

• New planning tools released



Activity Centres
‘Train and tram zone activity centres’
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Activity Centres
‘Train and tram zone activity centres’

Online survey



Activity Centres
‘Train and tram zone activity centres’
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How can you get involved?

Online survey

Provide feedback by 30 November

Write a submission to activity.centres@transport.vic.gov.au

Speak to the Activity Centres Program team on 136 186 (select option 6)

Take the survey at 

https://engage.vic.gov.au/project/activity-centres-program-stage-two/page/blackburn-mitcham

Write to the Minister for Planning sonya.kilkenny@parliament.vic.gov.au



Thank you for your advocacy



Questions?



Mike Scott
CHARTER 29

THE GOVT’S REFORM PROGRAM

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO YOUR 
“WALKABLE CATCHMENTS”?

COMMERCIAL CENTRES?

THE CONSULTATION PROCESS

CONCLUSION



THE GOVT’S REFORM PROGRAM

NEW DEEMED TO COMPLY STDS

LTD NOTICE

LTD OBJECTIONS

NO APPEAL

AUTOMATIC PERMIT
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THE CONSULTATION PROCESS

YOU ARE IN PHASE 1
“Where do you walk?” “What do you value?”

PHASE 2 jumps to 
ZONES, BOUNDARIES & HEIGHTS

with little 
EXPLANATION/JUSTIFICATION



CONCLUSION

REFORM IS NEEDED –

BUT WHAT KIND?  

THE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING 

YOUR VIEWS KNOWN

charter29.com





Afternoon Tea


