
Information to Assist Individual Submissions regarding Activity Centres
The Phase 1 “Consultation” process for Activity Centre has started and a limited scope online survey is available until 30 November at https://engage.vic.gov.au/project/activity-centres-program-stage-two/survey/6150#sub-nav.  This is the opportunity that the government has provided for you to identify what you value in the Activity Centre areas.
You can also provide an individual submission directly to: activity.centres@transport.vic.gov.au. You can also send a submission to your local and/or opposition members. See above attachment for relevant addresses. Government takes more notice of individual submissions, compared to proformas or petitions. Below are some points that you may wish to consider in your own individual submission.
Some background.
The Federal Government has deemed, on behalf of the people of Australia, that we need more housing, and State Governments have agreed to deliver and meet substantially increased housing targets, which require improved infrastructure and inner densification.
Whitehorse Council has been told by the state government that it has a target to double the number of existing dwellings over the next 25 years, to be achieved by increasing density through the development of multilevel apartment dwellings, at the expense of the traditional house and garden settings that we currently live in and enjoy. The main focus of this type of development is proposed to be in areas designated by the state government as “Activity Centres”, to be located In Whitehorse around Blackburn, Nunawading and Mitcham railway stations, as well as the Suburban Railway Loop (SRL) sites: Box Hill and Burwood.
This proposal takes little notice of existing Council plans for housing expansion, developed with community consultation, designed with liveability as a central focus and located in areas that are suitable for growth, whilst protecting high value environmental and heritage sites.
The State Government’s Activity Centre 800m radius “walkable catchment” instead includes many areas South and East of each railway station that have important environmental and heritage assets. These areas have been recognised and protected from development by community action, supportive council zoning and Significant Landscape Overlays (SLOs) for decades – with parts recognised by the National Trust due to their significant ecological value, as well as the original “Blackburn Model Village” heritage values and Nunawading’s and Mitcham’s special assets.
Many of these special areas have an important role in providing a wildlife corridor between Blackburn Lake, its headwaters and Gardiners Creek and this was formally recognised by Whitehorse council in 2002 in its Blackburn Lake Surrounds Study. Zoning these areas as Neighbourhood Residential (NRZ) plus the addition of specific SLO’s, ensured this entire corridor was protected, maintaining a unique environment.
Instead, the Activity Centre’s new “walkable catchments” zoning (HCTZ – Housing Choice Transport Zone) will be focused on developing 3-6 storey apartment buildings as-of-right (outside of a core up to 12 storeys), with only small areas to be left available for vegetation and set- backs and with limited opportunity for community objection. These objectives pose a major risk to the significant ecological values and heritage values that have been long protected by existing zoning and overlays.
Some points you may like to consider in your submission:
· Blackburn already has an Activity Centre, in place since 2010, which has/is contributing a large number of new dwellings meeting the government’s Housing Statement.
· By focusing growth North of the railway stations, Whitehorse council’s existing housing strategy not only achieves the government’s new target but also enables the protection of significant ecological and heritage values that exist South and East of the stations. This is accomplished through special Neighbourhood Zoning and Significant Landscape Overlays (SLOs) that cover much of the residential area surrounding Blackburn Lake and its adjoining Creeklands, including the special Bellbird streets. 


· The Bellbird streetscapes within the proposed Activity Centre development area are so special they have been recognised by the National Trust and are considered a sanctuary / oasis, because of the existing strict planning rules, allowing ample room for gardens and streetscapes with retained remnant native trees. 
· Generations of residents have advocated for the protection of these streets and have directly contributed funds to underground power and upgrade the streetscape habitat values, in order to protect and maintain the special environment that it is renowned and loved for. As older residents have left the area, new families have taken their place who appreciate this special environment and continue the conservation and advocacy work of their predecessors.
· Currently residents and other community members enjoy the sanctuary that these streets and their remnant trees provide, with a large range of birds* and wildlife** relying on the existing large native trees with hollows for their food and homes. Because the streets adjoin the Blackburn creeklands they provide a haven for both birds and animals and are an essential part of a bushland “habitat corridor” joining the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary to Gardiners Creek. If the SLO 1 & 2 areas are rezoned to become part of the Activity Centre as currently proposed, their ecological values will be destroyed, particularly once the canopy trees and existing native vegetation are not present, the native birds and animals that delight the whole community, will disappear.
· Trees are needed to address both current and future climate impacts, particularly to minimise the urban heat island effect. This has been recognised in Whitehorse Council’s Urban Forest Strategy and the introduction of a statewide planning scheme target of 30% tree cover. 
· The Activity Centre’s new zoning and planning processes encourage large apartment blocks that take up all but 10% of the block size. Just in Linum St, over 220 streetside trees would most likely need to be removed to provide the necessary new road and infrastructure upgrades required to support the building and maintenance for the increase in dwellings expected under the proposed new growth zoning.
· Swapping the quality shading, greenhouse mitigation and reduced runoff benefits that existing trees within the SLO areas currently provide Whitehorse residents for concrete heat sinks, is regressive.
· The principles of energy efficiency and water sensitive design, together with appropriate setbacks and sympathetic landscaping should be made integral design features of all new housing. Alternative models, without “moonscaped” blocks & concrete consuming most of the site, should instead enable sunlight access to living rooms, energy efficient materials and design, lower long term environmental footprints and greater dwelling variation in building types and sizes.
In Summary
Whitehorse residents support appropriate development with local consultation in appropriate locations – as we have supported the current Whitehorse housing strategy.  Surely it is possible to achieve housing goals whilst not destroying the significant ecological and historical values that generations of our community have worked hard to protect.
The SLO protected streets provide direct benefits to the community such as climate change mitigation, the provision of habitat for native birds and animals and improving the wellbeing of community members who visit regularly. 
The destruction of the remnant vegetation cover in these areas, which provide an important contribution to Whitehorse’s Urban Forest Strategy’s canopy tree cover, for the sake of extra dwellings, does not make any sense when there are many other areas within Whitehorse that have less vegetation cover and ecological value. And, in some cases, already designated for growth, by Whitehorse Council. 
Exclusion of the SLO1, SL02, SL03 & SL04 areas from the Activity Centre’s “Walkable Catchment” boundary is critical to maintain their important ecological and community values.
*Native birds – Tawny Frogmouths, Magpies, Kookaburras, Rainbow Lorikeets, King Parrots, Eastern Rosellas, Noisy Miners, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, Currawongs, Gang Gang cockatoos, Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos 
**Native animals – Ring-tailed possum, Brush-tailed possum, sugar gliders, lizards, native bees and other insects


ATTACHMENT 1 - Suggested Addresses to send Submissions to regarding Activity Centre Feedback
Please Email your submission direct to: activity.centres@transport.vic.gov.au
Please email the Planning Minister, Hon Sonya Kilkenny along with following list of MPs from all sides of politics, including relevant Commonwealth contacts. Some salient points you may wish to include are provided overleaf but please put into you own words, so the concerns are treated as genuine. You may choose just a couple of points you wish to make, or you may want to express more. You do not have to pick up on all points.
	Name
	Title
	Email

	Hon Sonya Kilkenny MP
	Minister for Planning, 
Attorney-General
	sonya.kilkenny@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Ms Harriet Shing 
	Minister for Suburban Rail Loop
Minister for Housing & Building
…and more
	harriet.shing@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Hon Jacinta Allan MP
	Premier of Victoria
	jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP
	Minister for Climate Action 
….and more
	lily.dambrosio@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Hon Steve Dimopoulos MP
	Minister for Environment 
…..and more
	steve.dimopoulos@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Hon Nick Staikos MP
	Minister for Local Government, 
Minister for Consumer Affairs
	Nick.staikos@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Paul Hamer MP
	MP for Box Hill
	paul.hamer@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Shaun Leane MLC
	MP for North Eastern Metro Region
	shaun.leane@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Ms Sonja Terpstra MLC
	MP for North Eastern Metro Region
	Sonja.terpstra@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr John Mullahy MP
	MP for Glen Waverley
	John.mullahy@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Matt Fregon MP
	MP for Ashwood
Deputy Speaker
	Matt.fregon@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Will Fowles MP
	MP for Ringwood
	Will.fowles@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Nick McGowan MLC
	MP for North Eastern Metro Region
	Nick.mcgowan@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Richard Welch MLC
	MP for North Eastern Metro Region
	Richard.welch@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Brad Battin MP
	Opposition Leader, Victoria
	Brad.battin@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Richard Riordan MP
	Shadow Minister for Housing & Planning
	Richard.riordan@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Ms Cindy McLeish MP
	Shadow Minister for Environment
	cindy.mcleish@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Ms Ellen Sandell MP
	Leader of the Greens
	ellen.sandell@parliament.vic.gov.au

	Mr Aiv Puglielli MLC
	MP for North Eastern Metro Region
	Aiv.puglielli@parliament.vic.gov.au



Select a QR code for detailed Activity Centres information to assist with individual written submissions. Send email to Planning Victoria - activity.centres@transport.vic.gov.au
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