
 
 
VicSmart – Unintended Consequences – Multiple Single Tree Removal Applications via 
VicSmart resulting in ‘Moonscaping’ (i.e. the excessive clearing of residential blocks). 

The Hon Richard Wynne MP 

Minister for Planning  
Level 16, 8 Nicholson Street 
East Melbourne 
Victoria, 3002 

richard.wynne@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Dear Minister 

 
Background. 

VicSmart aims to streamline the planning process to lead to better outcomes for the 
community and developers. Where trees on private property provide amenity and habitat 
values, they are recognised in the planning scheme and should be assessed for their amenity 
value. 

Councils have adopted significant landscape overlays in residential areas to recognise where 
individual trees, the broader tree canopy and vegetation have a high amenity value. On 
public land trees are recognised as important for amenity and other values. 

VicSmart in its implementation considered the importance of trees and in its streamlined 
approach allows applications for a single tree removal. (relevant VicSmart extracts are 
highlighted below) 

In some cases developers and residents are submitting multiple single applications to 
circumvent the intended checks that would be required for a normal planning application 
that would be assessed by council planners via council Planning Schemes. 

Conclusion. 

CROWAG Inc. advocates that you exert your powers to amend the VicSmart process to 
prevent multiple single tree removal applications that are contrary to the spirit and 
provisions of council Planning Schemes.  

Yours sincerely 

 

David Morrison 
President CROWAG. 

Date: 8 December 2018 
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